
Ms. Riescher’s eighth grade religion class has been learning about the countries 
in the Middle East.  This area of the world is not only important today but it was 

important at the time or Jesus Christ.  The Middle East is where our religion 
originated.  The students felt it was important to know this area in order to fully 

understand the hardships of the 
apostles.  What were the difficulties 
the apostles encountered?  How did 

the terrain of the different areas 
impede their mission to spread the 
word of Jesus Christ?  The students 

made physical maps of the area. 

 

Class of 2011 News: 

The following excerpts are from a letter received by grade 8 student Emily Dufner from Donna Venezia 
Toryak, Director of Admissions, Mount Saint Mary Academy, Watchung, New Jersey: 
 

Congratulations on your designation as a Mercy Scholar of the Mount Saint Mary Academy Class of 2015!  Your 

Entrance Test scores are outstanding and we are impressed with your academic profile.  Your elementary school has 

prepared you well for the challenges that lie ahead; so, as you embark upon this exciting high school journey, know that 

it will be filled with many more opportunities to nurture you spiritually, intellectually and socially.   

As a Mount Saint Mary Academy Mercy Scholar you are part of a very select group and are offered Honors Placement 


